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And Korach, son of Yitzhar, son of K’hat, son of Levi, took up, along with
Datan and Aviram, sons of Eliav, and On, son of Pelet, son of Reuben.
And they rose up in the face of Moses, them and 250 people from among
the Israelites, leaders of the community singled out to serve, individuals
of renown. And they gathered against Moses and Aaron and they said to
them, “You’ve taken too much upon yourselves! Is not the entire
community — all of them - holy? God is among them! So explain to us
why you have set yourselves over the assembly of the Eternal One!”

Numbers 16:1-3
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Korach ... would speak scornfully about Moses and Aaron. What did he
do? He gathered before them the whole community ... and began a
sneering speech in front of everyone.

He said: “There’s a certain widow in my neighbourhood, and with her are
her two daughters. They don’t have a father.

“She had a field. She was about to plough when Moses said to her, ‘You
mustn’t plough with an ox and a donkey together! Deuteronomy 22:10,
innit.” Then she was about to sow, and Moses said to her, ‘You mustn’t
sow your field with multiple kinds of seed! Leviticus 19:19 don’t you
know.” Then she was about to harvest and bring everything in, but Moses
said to her, “You have to leave some gleanings for the poor! Spare
sheaves! Corners of the field! Come on, Leviticus 19:9 and Deuteronomy
24:19" Then she was about to use the granary, but Moses said to her,
‘Give me the tithe, the first offering and the second offering!” She
resigned herself to the law and gave in to him.

“What did this poor woman do next? She sold the field and bought two
sheep, so that she could wear their fleeces and profit from their produce.
But as soon as they had produced lambs, Aaron came along and said to
her, ‘Give me the firstborn! Because the Holy One said in Deuteronomy
15:19, and | quote - All the firstborn males that are born to your herd and
your flock must be consecrated to the Eternal One your God, and so on
and so forth.” She resigned herself to the law and gave the lambs to
Aaron. Then came the shearing season; she sheared them, but along
came Aaron and said, ‘Give me the first portion of the shearing!

“She said, ‘| don’t have the strength to stand against this man. Here’s

what I’'ll do: I'll slaughter the sheep and eat them.” But as soon as she

slaughtered them, Aaron came and said to her, ‘Give me the shoulder,
the cheeks and the gullet!

“Then she said, ‘Even after | slaughtered them, still | am not free of you!
Listen, this meat is set aside for me!” On which Aaron said, ‘If it’s set
aside, it’s all mine! For it says quite clearly in Numbers 18:14 - Everything
set aside in Israel shall be yours!” So he took them and went on his way,
leaving her weeping with her two daughters.

“Can this sorry state of affairs possibly be right? For such a poor widow-
woman? All this they have done... and they attribute it to God!”

Midrash Tehillim 1:15
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What started Korach’s conflict with Moses and Aaron? It was all on
account of a certain widow who had a single ewe. When she sheared its
wool, Aaron heard and took the wool away. She went to Korach weeping
and waliling, and told him what Aaron had done. Korach went to see
Aaron, and said to him, “What is it with you and this poor widow? Give
her back her wool!” But Aaron said, “It’s mine according to the Torah, for
it is written in Deuteronomy 18:4, ‘The first fleece of your sheep they
shall give him.”” What did Korach do? He gave her four silver coins. And
she went her way, and Korach went his way - very angrily.

Presently, the ewe gave birth to a male lamb. Aaron heard, and took it
away as the firstborn. She went to Korach, weeping and wailing. Korach
said to Aaron, “Seriously, what is it with you and this widow?!” Aaron
said, “It’s mine according to the Torah, for it is written in Deuteronomy
15:19, ‘All the firstborn males that are born to your herd and your flock
must be consecrated to the Eternal One your God.”” Korach went on his
way, enraged.

When the widow saw what happened, she went and slaughtered the
ewe. Aaron heard about this, and he came and took the shoulder, the
cheeks and the gullet. Korach said to him, “What is it with you and this
particular widow?” Aaron said, “It’s mine according to the Torah, for itis
said in Deuteronomy 18:3, ‘One gives to the priest the shoulder, the
cheeks and the gullet.” Korach went away angrily.

The widow saw this and she stood up and swore an oath, saying: “The
flesh of this ewe is hereby set aside for me.” Aaron heard about this and
took all the flesh, for it is said in Numbers 18:14, ‘Everything set aside in
Israel shall be yours!” Korach said to him, “Why do you insist on lording it
over us, son of Amram?”

Midrash Al Yithallel (Griinhut manuscript: Otzar Midrashim p 18)




